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tilities are investing heavily in
maintaining and providing the
essential services that we all take
for granted. This means large
numbers of holes need to be dug in our
streets every year to ensure safety, security of

supplies, to connect new customers or divert
apparatus for large transport or urban
regeneration schemes. To do this safely and
efficiently utilities rely on accurate records to
identify existing underground plant.

The National Joint Utilities Group [NJUG] is
the UK's only trade association for street
warks issues. My colleagues and | support
f reducing
lar the disruption

Government’s objectives

congestion, and in part
that regrettably our essential works can

1es cause. NJUG believes that the
greatest way to reduce disruption is through

enhanced co-ordination, communication
and co-operation of both utility street
works and highway authority road

warks, which is cne of the

mains aims of the Traffic
Management Act

2004 [TMA)

We promote best
practice including
minimum dig
techniques
and

ound

gt

ound

Location of underground services.
By Les Guest, CEO of the National
Joint Utilities Group Ltd (NJUG)

underground mapping, self regulation and a
constructive two-way relationship with
Government and other relevant stakeholders
Members include: BT, Cable & Wireless,
Energy Networks Association, National Grid,
Virgin Media, THUS and Water UK. Associate
Members include: Balfour Beatty, Clancy
Docwra and McNicolas Ple.

When addressing street works, our
mernbers’ strategy is based around making
the smartest possible designs that achieve
the highest productivity, whilst taking into
consideration safety al
impact and the least disruptive effect on the
public. This is often achieved through the use
of minimum dig technelogy, such as inserting
new pipes inside existing pipes, thereby
negating the need for an open trench the

ost, envirenm:

length of the street. In support of this drive,
utilities and their contractors have continued
to innovate with technology and best practice
Some industries can now boast that over

90 per cent of assets get replaced using
minimum dig techniques.

One Group warking to improve the accuracy
of records of underground assets is the
National Underground Assets Group [NUAG],
a body on which | represent utility companies
NUAG brings together utilities, County
Surveyors Society, Highways and Utilities
Committee UK (HAUC UK], the Institution of
Civil Engineers, Institution of Civil Engineering

Surveyors, the Pipeline Industries Guild,
Ordnance Survey, Assaciation for Graphical
Information and UKWIR (UK W
Researchl, to support the Department for
Transport in achieving the relevant Traffic
Management Act objectives, NUAG
acts as a point of focus and single
voice for everyone involved

with underground, and

ter Industries

appropriate associated above-ground
asset records

NUAG is promoting a framework that will
allow all utilities to work towards a more
consistent records process. This will improve
how assets are recorded, stored, shared and
displayed

In September 2006 NUAG pr

ceda

ring and

report; ‘Capturing, recording, sta
sharing underground asset information - A
review of current practice and future
requirements’

In the report, NUAG set out its vision for th

future of buried services. One of the

~lusions drawn was that unless a more

cansistent and compatible approach 1s

employed the possibility of achieving any

nology-based
fic Management Act

aspirations of the Traf

could be compromised

NUAG therefore proposed a number of
recommendations in the report

@ |t was recognised that a revised Recards
Code of Practice must be developed and
deployed on a mandatory basis to anybody

1S

excavating in the str ;
There must also be a mandatory national
standard high-level framework, for

capturing, recording, storing and sharing
buried as
owned and managed by all involved. This
must be in place to enable the ef
deployment of the revised Records Code

=

st information, which must be

e

of Practice.
Each utility and highways authority shoult

set out clearly-defined processes

compatible with the national standard

frarmewaork






