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laming the
pet hate

Can sustainability improve the public perception of street
and highway works? Arun Marsh takes a look.

treet and highway works
are 4 public ‘pet hate’

Sometimes, road  lanes
and footways  can  be
blocked ofl for muonths, with

those caught up in the conges.
tion and delavs having no idea
why,

Bul these works arc also cssen-
tial to the public's madern way of
life, for the mmaintenance of
roads, 1o keep homes lil, warm
and watered, as well as enter-
tained and connected to the In-
ternet, So, what can be done 1o
better improve street works in
the public eye?

Why not improve this indus-
try's sustainabilily? Suslainable
atreet works might sound hike a
hoeury when pressures often dic-
tate a job is completed and lanes
reopened @8 svon as possible,
bam, by following some simple
guidelines, it can done without
additional tme — and can also
RAVE MIANEY,

Thinking sustainably can see
the reuse or recyding of materi-
als encouraged on-site. This can
save money ard, it environmen
tally sound, can maintain a good

profile in the public eye,

The more sustainable a com
pany, the higher regard it 1 held
in by the public. Admittedly, this
might not appease the motorist
walting  at temporary traffic
lights, but it could at least gener-
ate more positive headlines in
TICWSPEPETS.

cleaning up any kind of incident
are passed on to the perdon or or-
ganisahion respon=ible.
Reducing all  possibility of
street works causing pollution is,
therefore, a financial as well as
an envirommental saving,
Prevention i better than cure,
and nowhere could this be move

Prevention is better than cure and
nowhere could this be more true
than with pollution

Loczl newspapers are quick to
note when a pond or rver
changes colour or becotnes con-
taminated with oil and, if there
are any street or highway works
nearby, mention will al least be
made — even if there is no direct
linike.

Pollution prevention will keep
down the vosts of a clean-up,
Around 5% of incidents re
ported o the Environment Age-
ncy are connected with oil. On
average, the cast of cleaning up
oil pollution is f30,000, and all
costs incurred by the EA for

trize than with paellution, Recause

of this, the EA has diawn up pol-

lution-prevention guidelnes to
help husinesses stay ‘green’,
Speaking at the recent Ulility

Street Works conference, Stove
Wenham, technical adviger on
pollution prevention at the EA.
oullined some agreed key arcas
in construction where environ-
mental improvements could be
made, These included;

« Proactive  environmental  gite
management,  encompassing
resource elficiency, waste, en-
ergy comswmption, pollation

during consleuction, lranspurt

used, ecolopy in the area and

working near water:

« Introducing &  company-wide
enviranmental  risk-manage-
ment system:

» Sustainable design and  con-
struction, and working with
sib-contractors to ensure works
are as sustainable as possible,

By following these guidelines -
which are explained in demil on
the Environment Agency's web-
gile — organisations digging the
roads can reduce the risks of fines
of imprisonment, and can reap
the benelits mentioned above,

Often, it & people on the
ground — these wheo alsa bear the
brunt of the motorist's distain
and are under the most pressure
to finigh 4 job = that can he un-
awire they are doing something
Wrotg.

A key element of pollution pre.
vention is to make sure all siall
are trained m how to aveid ina-
denits, what ta do if ane ocours,
and hew to report it, so the situa
tion can be rectificd as soon as
pozsible.

Also epeaking at the Urdlity
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Boeoiding the pithalls: By ihinking sustainably, sirest workers can halp maintain a goad prafila inthe public's ayes

Street Works conlerence, sus
tainability director of the Na-
fiemal Joint  Utilites Giroup
[NJUGY, Grant Rogers, said fis
Vision for street works was al-
ready pushing for sustainabil-
ity. The document calls for
‘utilities 1o maximise the use
of sustainable methods and
materials’, and Rogers has
been given the role of ensur-
ing this happerns.

e defined =ustainability
within street works as ‘work-
ing it oa way thal meels the
needs of the present without
campromising the ability of
future generations to meet
their own needs’.

Rogers also painted out that:
‘The term is usually associated
with minimising the impact
on IhE E'T:'s'irOmT!r'nf .'Irld l"['fFl-
ogy, bul 15 equally applicable
to economics, business and
peaple - retention of skills and
knowledge being key.”

With the help of & sustain-
ahility werking group, NjUG

has established four essential
aspects Lo being more ‘cowvi-
ronmentally friendly’.

First in this list is materials,
looking al recycling and reuse
where possible — not just for
apgrep = and how the ma-
terials which are used are pro-
duced.

The second aspect is the
plant, examining fleet man-
agement oplions, allernative
fuels and clean runming en-
gines.

Third is consideration of the
techniques used, promoting
minimum dig, reducmg the
emissions  from  disturbing
and  expusing ground, and
using reheated biturnen.

The final aspect is the apera-
tions, These cover transport-
ing people and equipment o
site, work planning and site
practices,

Ropers explaing  that by
'doing the right thing’ — and
being seen 1o do the right
thing ~ the public estimation

of thase earrving out street
works will rise.

Once good practices are in
place, it is important to moni-
tor how they are performing
and some standardised key
performance  indicators  and
targets will help with this,

Rogers suggests these KPIs
should melude: Percentage of
excavated spail sent to landfill;
percentage of virgin material
used in reinstaternent; Wasle
and Respurces Action [ro-
gramme (WRAP) carban faot-
print measure; fuel use o
mileage of commeraal fleet;
and percentage of defective re-
iislalements,

By following these rmeas-
ures, and creating a cultare
where protecting the enviran-
ment is a core value of slreet
works, it is haped that organi-
sations  will  gain  better
credibility, Then, perhaps, the
man digging in the atreet can
avoid being subjected to abuse
from the man in the streel.

Mo e




